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Abstract

Determining the meaning of words s a problem that
has and for

Hypothesis

Monolingual earty word meanings: Vibrant study
Bilingual early word meanings: Scant study

First-Time Methods
were applied to evaluate all bables’ semantic and conceptual
earty word across each of their

languages
[Novel Populations
Mmuwmmmwmum.www
multiple contexts and
Bummmmm:muw
Bllingual babies acquiring a signed and a spoken language—as
they provide an unique lens into the knowledge
all

Found
“First.word™ milestone occurred at similar times across babies’ two
linguals

Questions Old & New
infants know that they are acquiring two languages 7**
OR
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What research methods might best help us gain this knowledge?

How can researchers study the

constraints on early laxical + referent pairings™"
Information regarding whether earty word meanings are
m&ﬂl

YIELD mmm.mmmmmm
over time, and
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considerations.

Use of multiple data sources is crucial
of

Novel Population

3 acquiring English & French, 3 acquiring LSQ & French
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Speaking-Speaking Bilinguals: Produce two distinct phonetic

t I six

systems in one single modality , [TABLE'Z
Bilinguals: Produce two distinct phonetic systems |

in two distinct modalities

Hlnnmmol “neutrals™ Inywngbﬂlnmnhnquhmmm
as it cannot
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not due to Instoad,
Mmdwbwﬂmm‘cmdmlngm
phonetic systems in the same modality

Predictions
If neutrals result from the motoric requirements inherent in the

systems in a single modality, the

infants should biock

dual languages, and similar to monolingual norms ™ ==

Word Meanings: Translation Equivalents

of two distinct
modality differences in the
their occurrence, thereby revealing the true age when

Results 8. Semantic Concepts Underlying E

arly

differsntiation first begins in all bilingual babies

Subjects

classic earty milestones across sach language, and similar to
monolinguals
robustness and nature of semantic Translation Equivalents
conceptual constraints along natural kind boundaries across each
mmm-m.mnmmm
i across each of their

languages
propensity to “talk” first about meanings for things that are related
to them

Resuits C. Conceptual Constraints
Underlying Earfy Word Meanings
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Results D. The Categorization of
Word Meanings & Semantic Concepts

Coilection
of babies until the production of their first words, and t
[provides representative trees from (a) one
baby

g: were categorized into
Trees at 3 times: ﬂmwm).:om).mmmlmrwn
speaking-speaking

as compared

were
t at 3 times: First 10 (T1), 30 (T2),
d 50 (T3) words
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